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For the past 14 years, Linda and Don Hertel have 
taken a two-week vacation to coincide with the 
National Farm Toy Show, held the first weekend 

in November in Dyersville, Iowa. They started attending 
in 1999 and for the first three years, the couple  flew to 
the show. In 2002, they began driving from their home 
in Banks, Ore., a trip of 2,000 miles one way. 

Whether they fly or drive, one thing remains the 
same—the Hertels like to arrive early at the National 
Show. And they like to get in early, too. That’s why they 
always buy floor rights tickets.

Those who purchase floor rights ($25 for the 
weekend) gain early access to the National Farm Toy 
Show—2 p.m. on Friday and 8 a.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday. That’s three hours earlier on Friday and an hour 
earlier the rest of the weekend than others can get in. 

Those paying the daily fee of $7 gain access to the 
show at 5 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday.

“We are early birds,” said the couple with a laugh. 
“You have to get in early or things disappear. Friday is 
when most of the money is spent.”

The Hertels said they tend to buy in the early hours 
of the show, making the rounds of the dealers they 
know. Of special interest are customized pieces or 
specialty items—to the Hertels, as well as others—and 
it’s these farm toys that tend to disappear early.

Thus the need for floor rights tickets: “It’s worth the 
money,” they said. “It’s not as crowded then,” which 
makes both browsing and buying easier.

The Hertels look for a variety of farm toys, including 
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1/64 pieces and 1/16 cast iron, to add to their collection 
which was started when their children were small. At 
that time, most of their farm toys came from dealers 
in their area. Their children looked forward to winter 
because they could play with the farm toys when it 
snowed. “Now they couldn’t play with them,” said the 
couple with a laugh.

Both work full time and also operate a hobby farm, 
as they call it. They live at Banks, Ore., located between 
the Cascade Mountains and the Oregon Coast Range. 
It’s an area filled with beautiful scenery but lacks only 
one thing—farm toy shows. “There are not too many 
shows in our area,” they said. So they continue to travel 
to Dyersville each November. “We leave—and then we 
wait for the next year.”

Also purchasing floor rights tickets each year are 
Charlie Baird and Wayne Cooper, who like to avoid the 
rush when the doors open to all other non-floor rights 
attendees on Friday at 5 p.m.: “We have to beat the 
crowds,” they said. 

The men, who travel to the show together from 
Pennsylvania, are longtime collectors although both 
admit they don’t purchase as many toys these days; in 
fact, they have each sold portions of their collections. 
They attend the National Show not just to see toys for 
sale or displays on exhibit, but also to visit friends they 

have made through the years. And they continue to 
buy floor rights, although “it’s a stiff price to get in and 
say hello,” the men said with a laugh.

For Bill Proft of Appleton, Wis., floor rights offer a 
key benefit. “The crowds are smaller” in the National 
Show’s early hours, including Friday afternoon before 
the show opens to non-floor rights ticket holders and 
Saturday morning from 8 to 9 a.m. Once the show is 
open to everyone, especially from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, it can be difficult to see vendor tables 
because of all the attendees. 

“If I get in early Friday afternoon, I can take it more 
leisurely—it’s more comfortable viewing,” he said. “If 
I’m looking for hard-to-find items, it’s not quite as fast-
paced. You can see what’s there before you buy.”

The drawback is the price of $25 for the weekend 
as compared to $7 per day for general admission. But 
for Proft, who usually attends the show two days, floor 
rights tickets seem worth the cost. “I’m at the show as 
soon as floor rights open and it’s a much smaller crowd 
then,” he said.

Proft, who has attended the National Show for a 
number of years, looks for older toys from the 1960s to 
early 1970s, “toys from my childhood,” he said. Those 
farm toys “continue to command high prices but floor 
rights give you a chance to check out all the prices.”    TF


